The Chinese have a superstitious idea that it is a solemn duty to ke'ep the body intact, and for this reason they have a, strong objection to anything in the nature of a surgical operation. If they are persuaded to submit to the amputation of a limb they invariably keep the severed limb, which in due time is buried with its owner. Some of the more barbarous among them eat it, on the principle that what is taken from the body should be returned to it.
The cork oak grows well in California, and though it is a crop that has to be long waited for, it is a remunerative one when it comes.
One tree will sometimes furnish as much as half a ton of cork, and as a pound of cork is sufficient for twelve dozen champagne corks, it is easy to calculate how profitable the yield is. It takes ten years before the cork bark is thick enough to be of use, but, fortunately, the tree does not die when its outer garment is taken off; it merely sets to work to grow another coat of bark for the destroyer. If anything likes this becomes customary it will be necessary for some high principled member of the equine race to start a "horses' total abstinence society,' and in choosing a cab at night we shall look carefully to be sure that the horse as well as the driver is sober.
"Axd remember," said the doctor to the young man, after giving him a prescription, " if you wish to get well; take only one cigar after each meal." "Very well," said the patient sadly, and went away. A few weeks later he returned to say that his health was greatly improved.
"But I wish, doctor," he added, "that you could let me off that cigar after each meal. You see I had never smoked till you told me to, and I don't really think I am any the better for it.
The method in which the most delicate perfumes are obtained from flowers is not of the most aesthetic nature.
The flower petals are spread over glasses which have previously been covered with a quarter-inch layer of fat. The glasses are then shut tightly into wooden frames, and before long the fat absorbs all the perfume. The next process is to cut up the fragrant fat into small pieces and put these in alcohol.
The perfume at once deserts its oily protector and unites with the alcohol.
It is then fit for the market. 
